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A. INTRODUCTION 


1969, the year of the 19th wnniversury of the Museum, was 
specially marked by its multifarious activities. Besides impro- 
vement in the exhibits displayed in the existing galleres 
(Nuclear Physics, Motive Power, Popular Science, Mining, Coppey 
Petroleum, Iron & steel, ulectricity, Television « Electronics, 
Communication), the museum organised various educational 
activities in and outside. the museum to popularise science 
education among the students and common people of the country. 
They are : mobile science exhibitions for rural and subarban 
‘reas; regional science museums preferably in district towns 
for students and common people of the area; science demonstra- 
tion lectures for school students; creative abilities centres 
to develop scientific aptitudes amongst the students; students 
science seminars; science fairs; filmshows on scientific and 
technical subjects; teachers! training vrogramme etc, 






Dirring the vr, the museum recorded a visitors! attendance 
of 2,12,850. Besi this 3,65,000 people,“mostly students, 
attended mobile science exhibitions, regional science museums, 
science demonstration lectures, science fairs, filmshows etc. 
arranged by the museum in various places of West Bongal and 
Bihar within a radius of 533 km from Calcutta. 494 organised 
school groups covering 18,539 students and scholars from 
different schools, colleges and universities of the country 
undertook study tour to this museum as usual. 452 film shows 
on scientific and technical subjects were held in the museum 
auditorium and 170 film shows were held in the rural areas. 
Co-operation received from the people and various educational 
institutions in this respect is very encouraging. 


During the year under report tio mobile science exhibition 
units on the subjects 'Transformation of bnergy' and 'Light 
and Sight' cro; engal and covered wide areas of Bihar. 
In 1969, the miseum held mobile science exhibitions in 160 
laces in the districts of Hooghly, Howrah, Burdwan, Nadia, 
Baitkura, Puruwli uidabad, Birbhum, Midnapore, 34-Parganas 
in West Be singhbhum , R chi an lpur, Santhal 
Parganas . M ry Patna, Crie agaribagh in Bihar. 

, ’ oh { J > 


, 
Tne 10th anniversary of the BITM was cclebrated during 
May 2 to 15, 1969 by drawing an elaborate programme which 
included, among others, fourteen-day students' science fair, 
10 popular lectures on different branches of science by eminent 
scientists, special exhibition on 'Moon', filmshows, television, 
tape-recording etc. - 





















Following the success of the Regio. Seu Moers 
in Purulia, Bukura and dnapore, a new Kegional Science 
Museu opened in Raiganj Coronation High School, Raiganj, 
West Dinajpur on January 12, 1969, This small hegional Science 
Museum has been catering to the needs of the people and students 
of West Dinajpur and Maldah. 















Regional Science Museum, Purulia has been completely 
renovated and set up on permanent basis with the addition of 
many interesting exhibits on Kinematics, space science, 
electronics etc. Purulia, comparatively a backward district of 
West Bengal, hes been specifically selected for hegional Scicrce 
M um on pérmanent basis in view of the growing interest of 
the people of the ‘area in the activities of the museum. 








aA seicice fair fron Mey 2 to 15, 1969 was organised to 
develop scientific aptitude among school students and to 
encourage them to prepare models and exhibits on scientific 
subjects. More than 400 exhibits on science, engineering and 
technology made by 500 schools students were displayed in the 
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fair. students from different parts of West Bengal and F 
Bihar participated in the fair - 


‘ 
. +7 






BITM lso organised another week-long science fair ai 
Krishmager, Headauarter of Nadie district, by drawing a 












programme which included tographic exhibition on "Lends 
on Moon', hy on s € science, mobile science 
ibitions, lecture ete, nbout 2 1lzkh people 








visited the fair from D. 





er 25 to 31, 1969, 





short term tr= ities were arranged in six 
district tows for sei teachers cf 36 selected High an 
Higher oecondary schools. Ir 55 teachers were traine 
in 6 such programmes for rur stive Abilities Centre 
in their schools and maki: 23 its for Science Denonstra 
tion Lectures based on school urricular, 















Scieree De~onstratt Lect: 
school curricula were arranged reg 
museum, 





programmes based on 
arly in and outside 
- 





Birla Industrial & Technolorical tuseun, partici pated 
in the Motel inpinéers' Exhibition held at the academy of 
fine arts, Calcutta, from Februury 14 to 23, 1969 and 
received awards as follows :- 


a) a diorama showing life and transport used in arcti 
Region - (size : length 5'-0", breadth 21.gn und 
height 31-6") S udjudgect the best in the General 
scetion, BITM s been awarded a trovhy, 





b) « model of Stepenson's Locomotion Locomotive of the 
year 1625 (size : length 2'-7", oreadth 5k" and 
I ht 1'-0") has been awarded a special certificat 
of merit in the Engineering Section, 











in the past. 
1969 were : 
teriotional Council 
ior, 3 ctor-Goneral of 










the Devisches 
lier, Director 


in ovjectives of the museum are ; 


i) to portray the history of science and technology. 


ii) to create scientific awareness ameng the common 
people, and 
iii) to sud. lemcnt scienee education in schools, 


C. MUSEUM GALLERIES 


The sresent ten galleries in the museum are as follows: 








1. Nuclear Physics 2. Motive Power 
3. Popular science 4, Mining 

5. Conver ' 6. Petroleum 

7. Iron & Steel 8. Electricity 
9, Television & Electronics 10. Com=unication 
all the a 





- £ leries have suitable static and workine 
@is, animated posters,’ dioramas and charts. Visitors < 
to operate many of the exhibits. The ruseum has z 








its om staff of Guide Lecturers who demonstrate the exhitits 
to the visitors. ' 


D, »CQUISITION O¥ MODELS & EXHIBITS 





Models and exhibits for different galleries and mobile 
units as shown in pages ( ) have been added to the 
collection of the museum during the year 1969, 


E. EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 





a 





4) Mobile Science Museum (MSM) o 


Conspicuous among various extension activities is the 
Mobile Science Museum, which started travelling through the 
country in November, 1965. It extended facilities of the 

museum to thé interior places from where the people cannot } 
readily come to visit the museum in Calcutta, Hach unit 

sts of working exhibits on Popular science subjects. 

tions are held in rural schools for three days at a 

x e. Theres of 4 mobile units, which operated during the 

yer.r, are : (1) Our Familiar Electricity, (2) Transformation 

of snorgy, (3) Light and Sight and (4) Popular Science. The 
exhibits of Unit No.1, II and IV are mounted either on a 

Museobus or on a trailer bus which serves as the exhibition 

hall and moves from place to place. Only the exhibits of unit 
NoelII re mounted on flexible tubular display stands which 

are carried by means of a truck and the exhibition is set up 

in a school hall. 





Detuils of the units (January to December, 1969) are given 
below i- 


MSM Unit I - Themo : "Our Families Electricity" 


Housed in trailer (Nestune) drawn by a separate driving 
unit and has a portable electric generator; No. of exhibits-24; 
Yo. of exhibition curing the year - 47; No. of visitors - 
43,729; areas covered - districts of Burdwan, Nadin, Benkura, 
ee ray Birbhum, Murshidabad and Midnapore; distance travelled 
- 2574 km. 


Lxhibits give an idee about the development of electricity, 
its use, common precautions, and working principles of 
electrical appliances like fan, heater, radio, telephone etc. 


MSM UNIT II - Thome : "Transformation of imergy" 





Mounted on a Museobus (Venus) of size 30' x 8'; No. of 
exhibits - 28; No, of exhibitions during the year - 62; No. 
of visitors - 66,830; distance travelled - 2539 k.m,; areas 
covered - Singhbhum, chi, Dhanbad and Hazaribagh in Bihar, 
Purulia and Bankura in Vest Bungal, 





lixhibits give a basic idea about use of natural sources 
of energy like sun, vind, water and man made sources of energy 
like electricity, heat, light, ~agnetism, stcam etc. 





MGM Unit IIT - Thome : "Pooular Science" (te~porary exhibition) 





ixhibits are mounted on flexible tubular display stands 
whieh are carried by means of a truck; No. of exhibits - 12; 
No, of exhibitions during the year - 5; No. of visitors - 
21,100; areas covered - 24 Parganas, Midnapore and Culcutta, 


MBM Unit IV - Theme : "Light and Sight" 





Mounted on .trailer bus (Uranus) of size 23' x 8' x 10! 





tet 98 


drawn by a separate driving unit and has a portable electrib 
generator, No. of exhibitions held during the year - 46; Nov 
of visitors - 48,530; areas covered - Monghyr and Patna in 
Bihar, Bankura and Burdwan in Vest Ben al; distance travelled 
- 2970 k.m \ 
| 
The unit shows through 24 working exhibits the function | 
of human eye in comparison with camera, sensitivity of the eye 
to colours, laws of reflection and refraction, correction of { 
vision by using lenses, microscope, telescope and other 
optical instruments etc. 


ii) Regional Science Museum (ASM) 


Regisnal Science Museums ere established in district 
towns t» »rganise sustained educational programmes in the 
districts. The first two Kegicnal scicnce Museums, were set 
up in the districts of Midnapore and Purvlia dn January 1968. 
Later on two more fegionsl Muscums were opened in Bankura 
and West Dinajpur. “ | 





At 





er to the needs \ 
ms who cannot 

2 a set of 24/30 
are displayed oa 
detachable exhibits are changed 
from time to benefit of the people of the regions. 
They also organise Creative abilities Centres (CAC) and 

Seience Demonstration Lectures for school students, film shows, 
Tuachers! Training Programme etc, In Brief, the activities of 
these centres (RSM) are similar to those of the parent museum 
at Calcutta. 






These smal 
of the boone rb 
readily ca: t 
models and 









ecience Museun 


Details of the iS! units stationed in the districts of 
West Bengal during the year 1969 are :- 


re 
MIDNAPORE . 





RSM at Chandramoni Br Girls! Wigh School, Contai 
Theme : ‘Mathematics through Fun'; No. of exhibits - 25; 
distance - 245 k.m, from C* ‘Leutta. The unit shows basic 
theories and formulae of geometry, algebra, trigonometry, 
permutation, combination ete, in three dimentional work ing 
models. 


PURULIA 


RSM_at Mendhum Victoria Institution, Purulia 








Theme : Mork, Power ene y's No. of exhibits - 24; 
distance - 330 eutta; some of the notable «exhibits 
displayed are ntial and Kinetic energy; ‘inter 
turbine ; models on lev r; models on wheel and exle; model on 
Porsivn wheel; model on Gears etc. 


The hSM at Puruli-. had been set up on permanent basis on 
Nove iber 5, 1969 with a new set of exhibits on the 'Story of 
Kinematic' wid . series of attractive ponular-exhibits on 
electronics. 

BANKURA 





RSM nt Bankura Zilla School, Bankura 


Theme : 'Story of Kinonetics'; of exhibits - 24; distance - 
242 kom. from Culeutte. Wits are - model on 
eycloid; model on speed snd velocity; model on WN on's first + 
law of motion; model on transfer of momentum; model on Governor 


mid Centrifuge ote, 











JEST _DINAJPUR ; 
RSM at Coronation High School, Raiganj 





Theme : 'The Story of Electricity'; No. of exhibits - 30; 
fistance - 425 k.m. from Cnleutta; inpartent exhibits - 
sources of electricity; magnetic fields; use of elect magnet; 
generation of electricity; Ohm's luw, vrinciples of electric 
meters etc. 





iii) BITM opens Tegional Museums at 2aiganj and Purulia 





4 new negional Geience Muscum was inaugurated in the 
vgronation High School, haiganj, ‘lest Dinajpur on J.nuary 12, 
i Asis Saha, L.A.S. District Magistrate of Vest 
Dine jpur presided over the function and Shri K. Misra, 1.4.8., 
District M.gistrate of Mcldah was the Chief Guest. The opening 
function was attended by a large number of students, teachers, 
educationists and distinguished persons of Wegt Dinajpur and 
Meldah, Nest Bengal. a small Scicnce Museum consisting of 30 
attractive working exhibits on 'The Story of Electricity' vas 
nlaced there to cater to the need of the students and common 
people of the district. The activities of the Centre vhich is 
425 k.m, away from C..lcutta includes school Demonstration 
Lecture, vreetive abilities Contre for the rural schools, 
scientific and technical film shows at villages, Competitive 
Students' Science Seminar, Model Making Competition, Teachers! 
Training Programme ete, 








Parmanent set up of kegional Science Museum, Purulia 


The Regional Science Museum in Purulia was set up 
experimentally in January, 1968 in M.V. Insti ution, a local 
higher secondary boys' school in the heart of the town . The 
museum displayed changing sets of exhibits on various subjects. 
Besides, the museum organised different programmes which 
included, among other, Mobile Science Museum, Science Demons- 
tration Lecture, Texchers!' Training Programme, Creative Abili- 
ties Centre, Scicnce Suvin.rs for school students, Film 
In view 9: groving interest of the people 
such activities, the «SM at Paurnlia hes been 
rent busis on November 5, 1969. The ruseum has 
besn completely renovated with the addition of 2 number of 
interesting end popular exhibits on Kinematics, Suace Science, 
plectronics etc. vome of the important exhibits displayed 
in the HSN are :- Burglar's Alarm, automatic "ater Tap, 

Magic koom, Conti: us Water tap, Kleetronic Koom atc. The 
exhibition hall covers a floor area of 1000 sq. ft. 



































20 experts from Science #: T-chnolorical Museums of US.A., 
U.K., France, Canada, ‘st Germany, Czechoslovakia ete, visited 
Rogional Science Museum on the November 5, 1969. Shri Bibhuti 
Bhusan Dasguota, Pnchayet ilinister, Govt, of "ost Bengal 
welcomed them at the HSH, 


iv) Science Demonstration Lecture (sv) Based on School 
Curricula 





Science Domonstration Lecture for school students were 
arranged with the help of working exhibits both in museum 
auditorium and in rural scHools outside C-leutta on the subjects 
as follows :- 


1) Principles of lectric Generators 
2) Light « our Eyes 

3) Properties of Liquid 

4) acids, Bases and Salts 

5) Heat to Seat Engine 

6) Laws of Mo 
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Tho lectures were followed by film shows on the respecti 
subjectS. The following are the statistic of the students and 
teachers attended such lectures during the year 1969 :- 








Fiace of Lecture No.of lectures No.of students 
deliveres und teachers 

Museum auditirium 13 512 

vdtdoor (outside Caleutta 

and sourroundings) Pal 1053 

Purulia District 25 2320 7 

Bankura af 32 3011 

Mignapore 44 * 4981 : 


Tota}: 135 : 
v) Creative abilities Centre (Cac) He gi 





This is the name given to the science hobby centres set 

up by the museum in different places. The first CAC was set 
up in the museum premises in 1966 where generally school 
students work in spare time on projects of varied nature viz. 
payee astronomy, chomistry, biology, ekectronics otc. 

During the year 1969 about 40 students were admitted in the 
museum CAC, This year 6 students from different schools worked 
here for the National Science Talent Search examination, \ 








Besides +t CAC run by the museum in its premises, there . 
are ahout 25 6 sbive < tes entres in the districts of 4 
24-Purg e, ‘est Dinajpur, Bankura and ye 
Purulla. ice and _guidance either directly |[* 
fron this museun t ‘) cé Museums in the 
éistricts. ” 


vi) Teachers! Trainine Progrsnme 


@ (ITP) is cne of the 

& y n programme 
main idea of this } 
i f selected High 
fie rant districts in and i 
days) training facili- 
suitable places, gu ity sub-divisional towns, su) 
i uses of some ¢ and important tools, instru- 
ments ete. «nd also in fabrication of a number of scientific 
models «nd educational kits. aiter training, the teachers 

are expected to open Seience Hobby Centres, styled a 
‘Cre. tive abilities Centre'in their own schools and guide the 
narticipating students in their hobby activities during their 
leisure hours. 







The Teachers! Tr 











: C.leutta, with a shox 













The following training programmes were held during the 
year 1969 :- 








Place of trsining Training No.of teacher No.of schools 
period trainees participated 
Ts 2. Se 4. 
Birls Industrial « December 23 7 4 
Technological Musewn, to January 2, 
Caleutta 1369 
_ Bankura Jen 10 to 18, 15 12 





ihe 





4% 





1 2. 3. 
Burdvan Raj Collegiate é 
school, Burdwan - Feb 11 to 19, 10 6 
1969 
Ronimadhab Institution Feb 21 to March 8 5 
Suri, Birbhum 1, 1969 : 
Central Mining Regearch Aug 4 to 12, 10 6 
Station, Dhanbad,Bihar 1969 

“Sajasthan Yidyapith, 
Purulia ont lov 3 to 10, a) 3 
J “ ., 1969 s 
= ae <7 + notal 7 S8C 


vii). BITM studénts' Science Seminar = 1969 


Lk Students! Science.Seminar on the subjects : 'Sourney to 
the Moon! and '‘sxploration of space + how it helps mankind! was 
organised by the Birla Industrial & Technolosi¢al Museum on 
September 2, 1969. > - ore + 

In°all 48 students from the*schools in Calcutta, Midnapore 
Purulia, Bankura, Birbhum and Burdwarl participated in the, said 
science suminar held with a view to popularise® science” amongst 
sradents. Meny ecucationists and head -of schools piso. attended. 


mar Roy of Ean Krishna Mission Vidyapith, 
st in the seminar. Prizes in the form of books 















tributed to winners and certificates, to all parti- 


civants by Prof 
Sibpar, after th 
Viii) District 

5 To promote science educztion in rural areas, BITM organi- 
ged comuctitive students! science Sczinars in three districts 
of West Bengal on the subjects : ‘Journey to the Moon! and 
Exploration of tgpacc-how it helps mankind'_as- per details 
below t- 


a) Regional Science Museum (RSM). in Contai Chandramoni 
Brahmo Girls! High School, Contai Dist Midnapore on August 14, 
+1969, 21 students from 20 schools of the district of Midnapore 
participated in the seminar. Shri M. Gupta, I.A.S., Sub-Divisi- 
onal Officer, Contain presided over the function: and distributed 


Durgades Banerjee, Principal, B.E.College, 
seminar. * 








cience Seminars 


i prizes’ to the winners. 


ae ) , Burdwan Raj Collegiate School, Burdwan on August 14, 
1969, 13 students from.13 schools of the district of Burdwan 
nérticinated in the seminar. Dr. P.K. Songunta, Physics Deptt., 
Burdwan University, @istributed the vrizes to the winners. 


6 t*¢) Regional Science Museum in M.V,. Institution ‘Puralia 
on August 18, 3969. 14 students from 13'schools, of the Purulia 
qistrict participated in the seminar. Meny céucationists and 
heads of schools also attended the seminar. 








Fr. Miscellanecus 


4) Technical Assistance _rendered to other organisations 





1. Fabrication of models for Visvesvaraya Industrial & 
Technological Museums, Bangalore. 


2. Motilal Nehru Children's Museum, Lucknow was assisted in 
setting up a small museum gallery on Popular Science for 
the school children. 


44)- ELlm Shows, 
The necessity of adopting audio-visual methods in Ampartin 
\mowLedgs to the people is well recognised. Popular Scient! 
and Technical film shows are held in the museum 8 times a 
week, 4 of thom being reserved for school students. These 
are woll attended. Besides the aboverregular shows some 
special film shows were arranged in the museum with the 
films borrowed from Dnited States Information Services, 
The British Information Services, different. Consulates, 
Film Division, Govt. of India ete, In 1969, 452 film shows 
wore held in tne museum ayditorium and 181°shows were held 
in rural areas through the mobile units and regional musew 


444) Sky Observation Programme 


Special Night Sky Observation Programmes were arranged in 
the museum premises for Amateur Astronomers! Association 
Calcutta at 6,30 pem. on February 1, 1969 and April 3, 1369 
Apout fifty members of the Association attended the progral 
ese Eieose alan . 





eck. Occasions 


4) Oth Anniversary Celebrations of BIIM 





The 19th anniversary of the BITM was celebrated during 
May 2 to 15, 1969. The programme included Students! Seiendé 
Fair, 10 Popular Lectures on different branches of science by 
eminent scientists, special exhibition on 'Moon!, Film shows, 
Television, Tape-re cording etc. 


a) Science fair in BIIM 


Tnary tation, 





To develop seientific aptitude, among students and to 
encourage them to prepare models and, exhibits on scientific 
subjects, the BITM, Caleutta organised a 'Science Fairt in- 
its premises from May 2 to 15, 1969. More than 400 exhibits 
on science, enginnering and technology, made by 5CO school 
students were displayed in the fair. the students came from 
aifforent parts of West Bengal and Bihar including West 
Dinajpur, rulia, Bhagalpur ete. In all 59 schools and thee 
hobby centres, ow of which 42 coming from various districts 
outside Calcutta participated in the fair. More than 5@ model 
makers coming from the districts stayed in Calcutta for two 
weeks and demonstrated their models to 20,9CO visitors, 
mostly students. ” 





2 Dr. (Mrs) Grace Morley, the UNESCO Expert on Museums, 
inaugurated the fair. Dr. Morley im course of her address 
praised the students and their models and observed that she 

was very much impressed by the part played by the museum for 
the popularisation of science among the people in general and 
the students in particular. Prof. Priyada Ranjan Ray, the 





yetern scientist, »resided over the function. Shri A,Bose, Chief 
Curator, Industrial & Technological Museums of CSIR also addressed 
the gathering and focussed. the manifold activities of the museum 
during last ten years. 








dist i} 


Shri Jyoti Bhusan Bhattacharya, Information and Tublic Relations 
Minister, Govt. of West Bengal distributed’ prizes to the successful 
rticipants on the last day of the fair. While awarding prizes 
hri Bhattacharya’ stressed on the need of the science education in 
rural areas of the country. Dr. J.N. Mukherjee, the eminent scientist, 
presided over the function and expressed satistaction that the Birla 
Museum zoming up to the real needs of the country in popularising 





science. 


Shri Kalyanbrata Sikdar, a students of Amarkanan Beshbandhu High 
School of the distri@é, of Bankura won the first prize in the science 
fair. Out of the three second prizes two went to Galcutta students 
and one to the Bankura district. In general the district of Bankura 

, faired very well fin the competition bagging seven prizes in total 
and won the coveted ‘test district prize = "Acharya J.C. Bose *.” 
Challenge Trophy’, an attractive silver plated model of a flying 
rocket. 


Some of” the prize winning exhibits displayed in the fair were 3 
Electric pump, Auto weighing ‘machine, Computer, Human Body dissect- 
ioned, Blast fuifnace , Layout: model of Farakka.Barrange, Auto Coffee... 
Seller, Oseiflog cope How Plant lives,,-Magic lamp, Morse* Receiver, 
Auto - Century dalender, Record Player, Incubator, Submarine, Micro- 
rroject, model of Railway Engine etc. jf 





‘ 


While welcoming the guests.Shri- SK. Ghose, Senior Curator of 
the Birla Museum stated that this was ‘the first time in the country 
that so many rural schools had participated in a science fair, oe 


e) Spe bit ™ ' wees 2 ~ 

_ Along with the Science fair there'was’ an exhibitgen on the moon 
organised jointly by the Museum and Amateur Astoromapg!zAgsociation 
jn. collaboration with the U,S¥I.S. and Soviet ‘fhformation Centre, 


pei tS 








SU aEST > 
° “A ‘ten popular Legtures were arranged during the celebration oe 
the museum as follows + ee 

Speaker Subje Date and Time ~ 
Dr.B.Mukherjt, Structural} Unit Satur@ay, May 3, 
former Director of Life and the. 1969 ¥'2.9 pom -.- + 
Chittaranjan National Mystery of IS" 4 
Cancer Researoh Cancer. ° 7 
Centre, Calqntta & & 
C,D.R,t,%, Lileknow. 


DryR.K. Mandal, 
Bose Institute, 
Calcutta. 


Shri R.L.Brahmachary, 
Indian Statistical 
Institute, Calcutta. 


Prof.Shibtosh 
Mookerjee, 
Presidency College, 
Calcutta. 





The Code of Life 
and Khorana. 


Embryology:from 
Aristotle's 
Philosophy to 
Khorana's 


_ Molecules. 


You and your. 
inner being.° 


Tuesday, May 6, 
1969 : 6.90 p.m. 


Wednesday, May 7, 
£69 : 6.00 p.m. 


Thursda. May 8 
[080 3 e080 pon.” 









-10- - 

Speaker Subject Date and Time 
Dr.MsKs Das Gupta, ° | Space research Friday, May 9, 19 
Ins titute:.of Radio Fs a 2.00 p.m 
Physics’&-Electronics, : 

~Saleutéa. 2 ae f San ena : « 
Shri -Kamalésh Ray, a) On thé Making saturday, May 10, 
3.8.1.R.,New Delhi of Telescope 1969 : 2.00 p.m. 


b) Probing of Space. Sunday, May 11, 
through Teléscope, 1969-? 6.00: pem. 


‘ 


Shri Sankar” * ; : 
Chakraborty, President, | &) Journey’.to 





“the =, Tuesday, May 13, 
Amateur Astronomers! Fs Moon) oui f > 1969 at.6-09 p.m. 
Association, Calcutta. ‘ . ¥ vai z 
; ‘ b) “Coriquest of '' ‘Wednesday, May 14,) 
Space at 1.00 p.m. 
Prof.Dr. T.C. Roy, Physics in space Wednesday, May 14, 
Jadavpur University, science. ” 19693 16.00 ‘Pem. 


Calcutta. i q 





11)’ weeting of “the International ‘Committee’ for Museums : 
Science and Technology ca 





The Interriational Committee for'Museums of Science and {, 
YechnoLogy’ uf" the ‘International ‘Council ‘of Musevins , Paris: (1C@M) 
neld meetings in Delhi, Calcutta and Bangalore petween November 2 
and 16, 1969. 20 experts in Science & Technological Museums from 
U.S.A., UsK., France, Canada, Weat Germany, Czechoslovakia, Sweden,] 
U.A.Rs, Uruguay, Ghana, India, Pakistan etc. attended the meeting 
in, Calcutta... They were here to study the progress made so far in 
tho field of science museums and\to: find ‘ways of accelerating the 
growth; of..such museums and bake them as educative as possible. Som 
of the prominent participants were ¢ Mr. Hugues de Vartne Bohan,” 
Director, ICOM; Mr. William T.c'Dea, Chairman, TCOM Sub-Committee 5 
Dr. Frank A, Taylor Director-General’ ‘of U.S.National Museums}... 
Dr. (Mrs.), Grace Morley, Permanent Expert, ICOM’ Regional Agency in 
Asia; Prdéf. Herman Auer, Director, De tsches Muscum, Munich ete, 








A feseptton meeting was, arranged in, the Birla Industrial & | 
Technological Museum, Calcut}al on’ fovember 4, 1969 at 10,00 a.m. ti 
welcome: theparticipants and observers, f the International, Commit} 
ee for Museums of Science & Technology. Mr. 4.Bose Chief Cufator,, 
Industrial & Technological Museums, C.S.1.R., and Vice-Chairman, 
ICOM Sub-Committee welcomed the members yresent and’ traced the 
manifold activities of the museum since its inception in 1959. 

Mr. William T.0'Dea, Chairman, ICOM Sub-Committee addressed the | 
meeting and, highly Appreciated the progress achieved by the Science 
Museum authorities in India. Mr. S.K. Ghose, Senior Curator, Birla 
Industrial & Technological Museum, briefed them about extension 
services of the museum and their trip in and outside Caleutta. 
‘after the meeting, they visited the galleries of the.-museum, its 
workshops, proposed site for Science Exhibits Laboratory in the 
museum premises. Besides, they visited Indian Museum, Birla 
Planctarium etc. in Calcutta, 


_ Visit to the £ the extension services of the 
“Bir dus e : 


On Novemoer 5, 1969, the participants and observers, of the 
ICMS&T were taken to an interior district of West Bengal, by @ 
chartered plane and bus, to make them acquainted with some of the 
following educational activities regularly organised by the Museum 
beyond its four walls :- 








Be ‘-till;- 


1. . Mobile Science Museum (MSM) - one of the Mobile Science 

. Exhibition units on 'Our Familiar Electricity’ at Balarampur, 
about 365 kms. from Calcutta. It consists of 24 working exhibits 
showing the principles of electricity and its use in everyday 
life. They also observed there a Science Demonstration Lecture 
on 'Properties of Liquid! organised for school students. The 
demonstration set has been specially developed by the museum wilth 
the help of working models and exhibits. : : 


2. Regional Science Museum (RSM) - and its allied educational 
activities at Purvlia, about 330 kms. from Calcutta. It-is ene 
of the Regional Science Museums established in district towns to 
ergenise sustained educational programmes in the districts. They 
Were teken round the Museum which has been completely renovated 
am Set up permanently with the addition of a number of interest~ 
Sime ame popaler mdeis. The set of exhibits, static and working, 
fimciades = £0 models on Kinematics, space science and popular 
exhibits om electronics. 


Mr. Bihuti Bhusan Das Gupta, Minister, Government of West 
Bengal, @elcomed them at Purulia, Me 


444) Science Fair at s Dist. Nadja 


A veck-long science fair in commemoration of the birth centenary 
celebration of late Jagadananda Roy, a picneer science writer in 
Bengali, was organised by the Birla Industrial & Technological 
Museum at Krishnagar Public Library, Krishnagar. Dr. Sourendra 
Mohan Sarkar, Director, Bose Institute, Calcutta, inaugurated the 
fair. The programme inéluded photographic exhibition on ‘Landing 
on Moon', film shows on space science, sky observation through 
telescope, mobile science exhibition and a popular lecture on 
Landing on Moon. 


About a lakh people visited the fair from December 25 to 
31, 1969. 


E. Attendance 


(A) Indoor i} 


Visitors to the museum - 2,12,880 including 
4d organised groups covering 
18,539 students, 


(B) Outdoor 
Qa) Mobile Science Museums - 1,80,189 
22% Regional Science Museums - 52,000 
c) Science Demonstration 
Lectures 11, 365 

(d) Science Fair at Krishnagar 

Public Library 1, 00,000 
fe Science Fair at BITM premises - 20, 000 
f) Teachers! Training 

Programme 55 
(g) Occasional film shows 

in rural areas 1391 

——3,.65,.000 


I. Honours and awards 


Birla Industrial & Technological Museum, Calcutta participated 
in the Model Engineers! Exhibition held at the Academy of Fine Arts, 
Gelewtbas from Febraary 19 to 23, 1969 and received awards as 
ollows 3 


ey 


1s. 


ll. 


12. 


. Bombay Maakeipal Corporation 


13, 


-:3:12i- 


a) A diorama showing life and transport used in Aret 
(size : length 5'-0", preadth 2'-6!" and.height 3! 
adjudged the best in .the General ‘Séction. BITM has 
awarded a trophy.” d 


ic: Begion 
-6") was - 
s. been 


'b) A model of Stephenon's Locomotion Locomotive of the year 


“ 1825 (size + length 2" -7", breadth 5$" and height 


Engineering Section.; i 


Vice-Chancellor 

Rabindra Bharati University, 
Calcutta. ‘ 4 
Shri J.C. Sengupta, 9.~) ." os. January 18, 
Secretary, aoe ; at 
Education Deptt. ©) ., 

Govt. of West Bengal.’ Pee ar “ 





dom ¢ 
at fh 





n van 

26 students*and- artists from January 23, 
Jammi and Kashmir, organised by, the 

Union Ministry of Information & 

Broadcasting. - 


Prof .Dr.(Mrs.) Lise Lotte Moeller, Febrary 24, 
Director, 

Museum for Art and Cnaftsmanship 

Hamburg, nt se 

Federal Republic of Germany 


Prof. Priyada Ranjan Ray, May 2, 1969 
Scientist. 


Former Director 

Chittaranjan National Cancer Research 
Centre, Caleutta and Central Drug 
Research Institute, Lucknow. 


Dr, B.Mukherjee, : May 39 1969 


has been awarded a special, certificate of merit in the 


1! 20") 


Distinguished Visitors oo Date of visit . 
, Dre Roma Chaudhuri - January 18, 1969 


f 


1969 





1969 


1969 





Shri Jyoti Bhusan Bhattacharya, May 15, 1969 > 
Information and, Public Relations cy 
Minister, Govt. of West Bengal. 

Dr. J.N. Mukherjee, May 15, 1969 
Scientist. ee , . 

Dr. K.L, Rao, Union Minister — : June 29, 1969 


of Irrigation & Power 


Prof. Durgadas Banerjee Sevtember 2, "1969 
’ 9 


Principla, . 
B.E. College, Sibpur. 











Dr, Shanti Patel,” October 4, 1969 


Dr.(Mrs.) Grace Morley, November 4, 
Permanent Expert, 

ICOM Regional Agency in Asia, 

New Delhi. 


st 


1969, © 


bg ae 


1+. vir. William T, O'Dea, 
venior Scientific Consultant, November 4, 1969, 
untario Science Centre. 


15. Dr. Josef Kuba; 
Birector, 


Narodni Technicke Museum, 
PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia. " 


16. Mrs. Lesley A. west, 2 
veience Museum, London. 


v17. Mr. Hugues de Varine-Bohan, 
Director,: eet 
International Council of Museums 
PARIS | i - ~ : 








\ 





. 18.) Pro® »; Hermann Auer, Bigs 
» ‘onvoDinegtor of the Deutsches Museum, , a " 
. MUNICH ¥ ; 








19. dr. H.F. Guido, 
Director, ae 
Flanetario Municipal, \2 

| .. Uruguay, ey $ 

iS A 
















Director, “Muse 
Technology, - 
GAIRU, U-AcR. 


~“ 2]. Dr. Frank A. Taylor, 
Director-General of Museums, 
U.SeAe a 
22. Mr. W. Winton, 
Keeper, Science Museum, 
London. 


23. dr. Sigvard Strandh, 
Director; 





vTUCKEULM, Sweden 






24. Mr. 1. Haque, 
Dacca Museum, 
wast Pakistan 
‘26. Mr.M. Akmal, 
Director, La 


Seience Museum, 
Lahore, West Pakistan 


26. Dr. Bernard Tan 2 e 
mts C/o. Principal Assistant 
wecretary, 

Ministry of Science & Technology, 
Singapore 


contd.... 


K. 


Le 


- 144 - ed: 


- Staff 
The present strength of staff is given 
eanctioned 
officers (Aux-Technical) - 
officers Non-Technical) ~ 3 
Class~III(Technical) = 100 
Class~III(ion-Technical) ~ 35 
Class-IV (Technical) = 36 
Class- IV (Non-Technical) _ 42 
224 
Total 





Inf tion about the museum 


Gener: or 
‘apay 3 





below: 


Filled up 


‘sg 
3 


91 


The stock of the library comprises books on science & 
technology. In view of the dearth of good technical public 

libraries in the vicinity, it was considered 
stock to outsiders so that maximum benefit could be derived 
from the stock. So, the library was opened to the public 

on July 6, 1960 and so far 427 members mostly students have 
enlisted as members of the library and have been using it as 
a reading room to their advantage. 


fit to open the 


The stock of books, periodicals, films, etc. in the 
Library are as under +~ 


Looks - 4268 


Important 


Journals received- a (by subseriptio 
> (by membership 
ce (complimentary 

important only 

Technical films as 163 

Pamphlet is 1865 

Bound Periodicals ~- 321 


Publications issued 
during the year = 2748 


ao. of outside readers enlisted duri: 


Museum hours 


vpen from 10.00to 5.00 pem- on all days exc 


Admission - Admission free except Sundays @ 


Television shows *~ Twice daily. 


n - 30 
- 6 
) - 57 


ng the year ~ 207 5 


ept Mondays+ 
nd holidays 


Publications + A) Illustrated folders on Mobile Science 


Exhibition units are +~ 





a 5 se 
1) Our Familiar Electricity (Mey Unit LT) 
Bengali and English 


2) Light ana Sight (MSM Unit 4) - Bengali and English 
B) Musoun Programme of Everts in Bengali/linglish 3- 


a) Jinuary = March, 1969 

b) April = June, 1969 

c* July = September, 1969 

a) October « December, 1969, 


Prize Distribution Caronony +: 
atise Distribution Corenon) 


On Saturday, January 18, 1969 Shri, 7.0, Sengupta, 
Secretary, Deptt. of Edn, » Govt. of West Bengal, presided 
over the prize giving ony connection with the 
‘Competitive Students Scicnes tinar! held in the Birla 
Industrial « Technological tuscum, Calcutta-19 in Soptember 
1968. Dr. Rona wdhury , Vice-Chancellor, Rabindra Bharati’ 
University was the Chief Guest. The said seminar on the 
following subjects was organised with a view to popularise 
science among students ; 




















1. Revolution in Apriculture 
2. Transplantation on Hunan Body 
3. Generation of Electric Pover 


In all 32 students from the reputed schools of Culeutt. 
Bankura, Midnapore and Purulia vorticiy ted in the sania 


Deputation : 


Shri RC. Chandra, Exhibition Officer, BITM, was deputed 
to visit U.K. to attend a conrerence of Musoun Association, 
London and a Symposium on Musoum Training organised by 
Leicester University, London, ring his deputation he 
visited important museuns Franee and Germany and 
Italy to study display to 













MODELS _Al'D 


EXHIBIT 


4 WORKSHOP FOR 
8 









(For Museun ¢. 


1, Model of Stepherson Lacor ive ~ 1825 
2, Model of Ba ze 
3. Model of sn eye 
4, Exhibit to compare a car with an eye 
5. Exhibit to show the function cf brain with half 
hidden letters, 
6, Exhibit on depth of vi 
7 Exhibit on use of spec 
8. Exhibit on subtraction cot 
9, Exhibit on cycloia 
10, Exhibit on action and reaction 
ll. Exhibit on oscillations of 2 pendulan 
12, Exhibit on complenentary colours 
13. Exhibit on addition of colours 
14, Exhibit to show that light is invisible 
15, Animated diorama of aquarium 
16, Exhibit on Newton's Disc 
17, Exhibit on total internal reflection 
18. nxhibit on 'sound requires 2 mediun! 
19, Bxhibit to show the remote control operations of 
an anti-aircraft gun. 
20. mxhibit on transmission of sound through light 
21, Exhibits on : (a) Musical sound, (b) Savart wheel and 
fe) Mu sl Gist, 
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Scientific Sub-Committee 


Prof. H.C. Guha 
Vice-Chancellor; ‘ 


Jadavpur University.. .. ase 


Prof. G.C. Sen, 
Jadavpur University ooo 


Director, 

Indian Museun, 

Calcutta 

(shri A.K. Bhattacharyya) eos 


Curator, 
Birla Planetarium, Calcutta 
(shri R, Subrahmanian) eee 


Director of Public - 
Instruction, 
West Bengal. 
(br. Heb. Sengupta) eos 


Prof. D, Banerjee, 
Principal, 
B.E. College, Shibpur eee 


Mrs. S. Chowdhury, 

Princival, 

Luéy Brabourne College, F 
Calcutta. wee 
Dr. K.K. Ganguli, 

Head of the Deptt. of Museology, 
Culeutta University eee 


Chief Curator, 

Irdustricl & Tcchnological Museuns, 
C/o. Visvesvaraya Industrial < 
Technological Museum, 

Brngalore-l. (Shri a. Bose) eee 


Scnior Curator, 

Birla Industrial ¢& Technological 
MUSEUM, Cnleutta-19. 

(Shri $.K. Ghosc) eee 


Chairman 


Member 


mittee 


Members of Building & Finance Sub-Com 


Shri M.P. Birla, 
Chairman, Ex«cutive Council. 


Prof. G.C. Sen, . 
Jacevpur University, Culcutta-32, 





The Supcbintending Engineer 


’ 
C.P.W.D. Central Circle II, Cxlevtta, 


secretary, 


Council of Scicntific « Industrial Research. 


F.A. to CSIR, New Delhi. 


6, 


” 


Bs 


Mas Ismail, ; 

ef Engineer, : . 
Calcutta Improvement Trust, 
Celeuttas : sy 


Shri A. Bose, 

Chief Curator 

Industrial & technological Museums , 
C/o. Visvesvaraya Industrial & 
Techhological Museum, 

Bangalore, 


Shri S.K. Ghose, 

Senior Curator, 

Birla Industrial & Technological Museum; 
Calecutta-19.° 


Per er ar ars 


